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Honour from abbey for 
furniture maker Philip

A FURNITURE maker from 
Checkendon has been select-
ed to design and make stalls 
for Dorchester Abbey.

Philip Koomen beat five 
other furniture designers to 
secure the contract. Each was 
invited to submit a proposal for 
12 choir stalls.

Work is being undertaken by 
full-time craftsmen Steve Salt 
and James Willis.

They are being assisted by 
Jody Koomen, Philip’s son, 
a furniture maker based in 
Northumberland, James Bur-
rows and Linn Narare.

The brief required that the 
stalls should be easy to move 
to accommodate the range of 
concerts that are held in the 
abbey each year. 

The final design will also 
allow the choir members to 
adopt three different postures 
— sitting, kneeling and 
perching.

Each stall features a carved 
roundel design on its end 
panel, which is visible to the 
congregation. 

The design incorporates 
the medieval, 18th century 
and Victorian elements of the 
abbey, which is thought to have 
been built in the 5th century.

David Williamson, a 
woodcarver from Benson, will 
complete the symbols and visual 
elements while David Gregory, 
of Cobalt Blacksmith’s based in 
Nuffield, is making the bronze 
brackets.

The stalls will also feature 
“flying readers” made from 
bronze and glass. Mr Koomen, 

Honoured: Philip Koomen

58, of Burcot, has worked from 
Wheelers Barn in Checkendon 
since 1975, having started his 
working life in Henley at the 
age of 21.

He said: “The Church of 
England has been throughout 
its history a great patron of 
the crafts, and in  Dorchester 
Abbey this tradition is alive 
and vibrant with the stunning 
altar frontal, etched glass doors 
and stainless steel processional 
cross.

“I feel very privileged to be 
selected. The Abbey has a long 
history and the new choir stalls 
will be there, probably for at 
least 100 years — that is quite 
an honour and responsibility.”

It is hoped that the stalls 
will be completed by April, to 
coincide with the John Piper 
And The Church exhibition, 
which will be curated by Pat 
Evans of Bohun Gallery, 
Henley.

A different crew boards the New Orleans
TWO local businesses will feature on a 
specialist boating programme next week.

Hobbs of Henley and Henwood and 
Dean were selected by UK Boating to 
take part in By Boaters, For Boaters.

The programme is designed to give 
news and reviews to the inland waterways 
and boating community and has an audi-
ence of 100,000 people.

Film crews spent last Thursday after-
noon with managing director Jonathan 
Hobbs at the boatyard in Station Road, 
Henley.

He said: “We were approached by the 
company, which focuses on the boating 
industry around Britain. I was over the 
moon to be involved and I was inter-
viewed on board the New Orleans. The 

crew were so interested in the story of 
the boat that they spent all their time on 
that.”

Mr Hobbs said the crew would return 
in the summer to do another episode on 
the rest of the company.

He added: “It is nice to think that 
people will see the quality of the boats 
we have here. This is a big year with lots 
of people already thinking about special 
dates, so it is nice to get some exposure.”

The film crew spent the morning in 
Harpsden with Colin Henwood of Hen-
wood and Dean.

Presenter Rebecca Bruce was given a 
guided tour of the workshop, followed by 
an interview. Mr Henwood said: “Rebecca 
and the team were knowledgeable and 

well informed. She asked me about the 
history of the boatyard and we talked 
about craftsmanship and the type of work 
that we do here. 

“The workshop is always busy at this 
time of year so there were lots of boats 
for her to see in varying stages of restora-
tion and maintenance, including a slipper 
launch, cabin launch, electric canoe and 
Nicolotta, the Venetian balotina which 
will be taking part in the Queen’s Dia-
mond Jubilee Pageant”. 

Ms Bruce can be seen using a plane 
to shape a piece of timber.    The pro-
gramme will be aired on Sky channel 231 
and Freeview channel 402 on Monday 
(February 13) and Thursday (February 
16) both at 8pm and on Sunday (Febru-
ary 19) on both channels at 8.30pm.

Caught on camera: Jonathan Hobbs is filmed by a camera crew on board the New Orleans for a TV programme on boating
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Theft from lab
A MOBILE phone was stolen 
from a pupil at Gillotts School 
in Henley on Friday.

The Blackberry Curve 9300  
was taken from the boy’s bag 
when it was left in the school’s 
language laboratory.

Tory meeting
THE annual general meet-
ing of the Henley branch of 
Conservatives is taking place 
tonight (Friday) in the King’s 
Arms Barn in Henley at 
7.30pm.

John Howell MP will 
address the meeting and 
answer questions. Drinks and 
refreshments will be served. 
Members and new members 
are welcome. 

Fuel bill query
NEARLY £1,000 was spent 
on fuel for Henley town 
council vehicles in the last 
two months of 2011.

In November the total fuel 
cost for the four vehicles was 
£445.35 and in December it 
was £551.30.

Councillor David Nimmo 
Smith queried the December 
fuel cost at Tuesday’s finance 
committee.

Henley town council own 
a utility vehicle, land rover, 
tractor and quad bike. 

Town clerk Mike Kennedy 
said that some of these 
vehicles use more fuel than a 
regular car. 

Car break-in
A WOMAN had her car 
broken into while walking her 
dog in woods.

She parked her silver Toyota 
Land Cruiser in Lambridge 
Wood in Bix at 12.40pm on 
Monday.

When she returned an hour 
later she found a window had 
been smashed and a search 
made of her car. Nothing was 
stolen.

Jacket stolen
A MAN had his ski jacket 
stolen while he was in the 
Catherine Wheel pub in 
Henley in the early hours of 
Sunday morning. 

The jacket contained 
his wallet, cash and cards, 
together worth £270.

coach at Trinity Primary 
School. “It’s inspired me on 
to keep going and I really 
want to train and do well,” 
said Miss Price. “Jo and I 
have both been training quite 
a lot.

“Since last week, both of 
our donation pages have 
taken off and I’ve been 
adding lots of names to my 
sponsorship forms.”

Mrs Paton, 75, decided to 
hand the cheque over after 
reading Miss Price’s story.

She said: “I was very 
touched by it. I had a stroke 
five years ago and so Vicky’s 
story really struck a chord 
with me. I was in the Royal 
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‘Donation restores faith in human nature’

Kind gesture: Vicky Price with benefactor Patricia Paton

12244 Berkshire Hospital and also 
need to have regular check-
ups, so I understand her 
situation.”

Mrs Paton, of Paradise 
Road, Henley, was married 
for 50 years to a GP.  Her hus-
band, Joe Paton, often dealt 
with patients with similar ill-
nesses at Townlands hospital.

She said: “I could relate to 
what Vicky has gone through. 
It’s so important to raise 
awareness for the illness. It’s 
also great to promote the 
charity and I think it’s won-
derful what she is doing.”

To make a donation, visit 
www.mydonate.bt.com/fund-
raisers/vickypricemustbemad 
or www.mydonate.bt.com/
fundraisers/joannablock1

Online 
top 10

The 10 most popular 
news stories this week at 
www.henleystandard.co.uk

1. Video: In training 
with Henley’s Olympic 
rowing hopefuls
2. Magician Paul’s 
career-risking accident
3. Duchess will help 
attract more leaders
4. Pub closes after 
‘devastating’ sales
5. Gastropub closes 
suddenly
6. College urged to 
drop controversial 
speaker
7. Video: Why did I 
do it? Antony Worrall 
Thompson
8. Bizarre accident at 
scene of crash
9. Olympics: Dawning 
of Dorney Lake
10. Line-up for Rewind 
Festival revealed

Beer festival night 
ends in death crash

A MAN who died after 
losing control of his car 
had spent the night drink-
ing at a beer festival, an 
inquest has heard. 

Archibald Ballingall, 21, was 
thrown from his left-hand drive 
Peugeot 106 after hitting a post 
and a tree on Brook Street, 
Benson, on Monday, May 30.

A post mortem revealed 
that he had almost consumed 
more than twice the legal alco-
hol limit and was not wearing 
a seatbelt. He is thought to 
have been driving at a speed of 
between 43 and 53mph on the 
30mph road when the accident 
happened.  

Mr Ballingall attended the 
beer festival in Roke with sev-
eral friends on the night that 
he died, Oxfordshire’s Coro-
ners Court heard. The 21-
year-old was living in Ewelme 
while visiting from South West 
France, where he was a prom-
ising rugby player who had just 
spent the season with Soyaux 
Angouleme XV’s junior side.

He had arranged to stay at 
friend Jack Knight’s house but 

Lotto roll-over
LAST week’s Henley Town 
Football Club lottery bonus 
ball draw resulted in a roll-
over resulting in a £60 prize 
this week.

For an application form 
visit the website at www.
henleytownfc.co.uk

had changed his mind sudden-
ly. Mr Knight, of Chapel Lane,  
said: “We walked to Roke 
because we knew we would be 
drinking. We stayed there until 
around 1.30am, and got back 
to my house by taxi. We had 
both been drinking a consider-
able amount. We had made 
arrangements for him to stay.

“Archi was going to sleep 
on the sofa. My housemates 
had gone to bed and our other 
friends had left.”

Mr Knight recalls returning 
from upstairs to discover that 
his friend had left. “I did not 
hear him go and he did not say 
goodbye,” he said. 

“That surprised me as it was 
quite sudden for him to just 
go. It was quite a shock that he 
decided to leave considering 
how much we had had to drink. 
He was absolutely not in a state 
to drive.” 

Mr Knight said that his 
friend was in high spirits after a 
“fun night”. He added: “There 

was no reason for him to be 
annoyed or upset at all.”

Adrian Stanmore, a milk-
man was completing his round 
on the night of the accident. 
He saw some full beam head-
lights in the road in front of 
him and noticed a car upside 
down in the brook. “I got out 
of my car and approached 
the brook,” he said. 

“There were groaning and 
gurgling sounds coming from 
him and he lifted his leg up 
which moved the vehicle. But 
as he put it back down so the 
vehicle went down. We were 
completely helpless.”

Pc Paul Thomas from the 
roads policing team at Thames 
Valley Police, said: “The driv-
er’s seatbelt showed no evi-
dence of being used. The car 
had left the carriageway to the 
offside and left three marks.

“The impact of the car to the 
post uprooted it and is likely 
to have started the car roll-
ing. The car also struck a tree 
which forced the tree over and 
stopped the car rolling fully 
over.

“I think the driver had been 
ejected through the near side 

window but I am not sure 
during which collision. He 
was found lying in the brook 
beneath the vehicle.”

Pc Thomas said that it was 
“quite possible” that control 
would have been lost at that 
speed that Mr Ballingall was 
travelling.

He said: “I would imagine 
that the driver steered into the 
corner too excessively. With 
impairment by alcohol that 
could be expected. He had 
wrongly assessed the corner 
and lost control.”

Dr Sanjiv Manek, a consult-
ant pathologist, carried out the 
post mortem. He found that 
the level of alcohol in the urine 
was 213mg while the blood 
level was 158mg. 

Recording a verdict of acci-
dental death, Coroner Nicho-
las Gardiner said: “It appears 
that the young man involved 
was perfectly responsible as he 
had taken a taxi home and 
walked to the beer festival.

“Why he did not stay with 
his friend we do not know 
but it is obvious that he left 
presumably intending to go to 
where he was living.”

By SIAN GORDON
sgordon@henleystandard.co.uk


